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CASCIA Grade 8 EOU Assessment 3 Task 1: A Whale of a Tale!  

Prompt 2 Part C Score Point 3 

 

Prompt 2 Part C Rubric  

Prompt Score Point 0 Score Point 1 Score Point 2 

 

Score Point 3 

 

 

Score Point 4 

 

Prompt 2 
Part C. 

No aspect of 
the response 
is correct 

Identifies 
one (1) of 
the three (3) 
aspects 

Identifies 
two (2) of 
the three (3) 
aspects 

Response includes the 
following aspects: 

• Describes the changes 
to features that are 
advantageous to living 
in water 

• Identifies structural 
similarities in the fossil 
sequence 

• Identifies evidence to 
support the claim 

NA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 (3/3 aspects met) 

• Part C 
o Describes the changes to 

features that are 
advantageous to living in 
water. 

o Identifies structural 
similarities in the fossil 
sequence leading to 
modern whales. 

o Identifies evidence to 
support the claim. 

 



CASCIA Grade 8 EOU Assessment 3 Task 1: A Whale of a Tale!  

Prompt 2 Part C Score Point 2 

 

Prompt 2 Part C Rubric  

Prompt Score Point 0 Score Point 1 Score Point 2 

 

Score Point 3 

 

 

Score Point 4 

 

Prompt 2 
Part C. 

No aspect of 
the response 
is correct 

Identifies 
one (1) of 
the three (3) 
aspects 

Identifies 
two (2) of 
the three (3) 
aspects 

Response includes the 
following aspects: 

• Describes the changes 
to features that are 
advantageous to living 
in water 

• Identifies structural 
similarities in the fossil 
sequence 

• Identifies evidence to 
support the claim 

NA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (2/3 aspects met) 

• Part C 
o Describes the changes to 

features that are 
advantageous to living in 
water (i.e., “. . . legs 
shorten into a flipper-like 
appendage”). 

o Identifies structural 
similarities in the fossil 
sequence leading to 
modern whales (i.e., “The 
fossil structure over time 
begins to look more and 
more like a whale.”). 

o Does NOT identify 
evidence to support the 
claim (response concludes 
with a reference to the 
fossil record of snakes). 

 



CASCIA Grade 8 EOU Assessment 3 Task 1: A Whale of a Tale!  

Prompt 2 Part C Score Point 1 

 

Prompt 2 Part C Rubric  

Prompt Score Point 0 Score Point 1 Score Point 2 

 

Score Point 3 

 

 

Score Point 4 

 

Prompt 2 
Part C. 

No aspect of 
the response 
is correct 

Identifies 
one (1) of 
the three (3) 
aspects 

Identifies 
two (2) of 
the three (3) 
aspects 

Response includes the 
following aspects: 

• Describes the changes 
to features that are 
advantageous to living 
in water 

• Identifies structural 
similarities in the fossil 
sequence 

• Identifies evidence to 
support the claim 

NA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (1/3 aspects met) 

• Part C 
o Describes the changes to 

features that are 
advantageous to living in 
water (i.e., “for land has 
legs and water no legs”). 

o Does NOT identify 
structural similarities in 
the fossil sequence leading 
to modern whales. 

o Does NOT identify 
evidence to support the 
claim. 

 



CASCIA Grade 8 EOU Assessment 3 Task 1: A Whale of a Tale!  

Prompt 2 Part C Score Point 0 

 

Prompt 2 Part C Rubric  

Prompt Score Point 0 Score Point 1 Score Point 2 

 

Score Point 3 

 

 

Score Point 4 

 

Prompt 2 
Part C. 

No aspect of 
the response 
is correct 

Identifies 
one (1) of 
the three (3) 
aspects 

Identifies 
two (2) of 
the three (3) 
aspects 

Response includes the 
following aspects: 

• Describes the changes 
to features that are 
advantageous to living 
in water 

• Identifies structural 
similarities in the fossil 
sequence 

• Identifies evidence to 
support the claim 

NA 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (0/3 aspects met) 

• Part C 
o Does NOT describe the 

changes to features that 
are advantageous to living 
in the water (i.e., the 
student states that the 
skeletons have different 
designs but does not 
specify the change or 
describe how they are 
advantageous). 

o Does NOT identify 
structural similarities in 
the fossil sequence leading 
to modern whales. 

o Does NOT identify 
evidence to support the 
claim. 

 

 


