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CASCIA Grade 8 EOU Assessment 3 Task 2: Hold Your Horses!

Prompt 3 Score Point 3
Prompt 3 Rubric

Prompt 3 | No aspect of | Identifies Identifies Response includes the NA
the response | one (1) of two (2) of following aspects:
is correct the three (3) | thethree (3) | 4 Relates the changing
aspects aspects environment to the
changes in the animals’
anatomy

e Makes connections to
specific structures, such as
the height and toe shape to
specific environmental
conditions

e Describes how natural
selection and/or
adaptations led to
improved chances for
survival

Score Point 3 (3/3 aspects met) * Uselnformation from Tables 1, 2, and 3 AND Graph 1 to support your explanation

¢ Consider information about how a population may evolve in response to predators, survival,
and food availability

. .
Relates the chan ging *  Use your scientific reasoning about how the process of natural selection results in the
changes

environment to the changes
in the animals’ anatomy.

e Makes connections to specific
structures to specific
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Score Point 2 (2/3 aspects met)

CASCIA Grade 8 EOU Assessment 3 Task 2: Hold Your Horses!

Prompt 3 Score Point 2
Prompt 3 Rubric

Prompt 3 | No aspect of | Identifies Identifies Response includes the NA
the response | one (1) of two (2) of following aspects:
is correct the three (3) | thethree (3) | 4 Relates the changing
aspects aspects environment to the
changes in the animals’
anatomy

e Makes connections to
specific structures, such as
the height and toe shape to
specific environmental
conditions

e Describes how natural
selection and/or
adaptations led to
improved chances for
survival

Does NOT relate the changing
environment to the changes
in the animals’ anatomy.
Makes connections to specific
structures, such as the height
and toe shape, to specific
environmental conditions
(i.e., “ .. teeth changed so
they can chew harder and
stronger stuff. . ).

Describes how natural
selection and/or adaptations
led to improved chances for
survival (i.e., “. . . horses
adapt. . . so they can

be. . .more fit for their
environment.”).

* Use information from Tables 1, 2, and 3 AND Graph 1 to support your explanation

+ Consider information about how a population may evalve In response to predators, survival,
and food availability

# Use your scientific reasoning about how the process of natural selection results in the
changes
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CASCIA Grade 8 EOU Assessment 3 Task 2: Hold Your Horses!

Prompt 3 Score Point 1
Prompt 3 Rubric

Prompt 3 | No aspect of | Identifies
the response | one (1) of
is correct the three (3)
aspects

Identifies Response includes the NA
two (2) of following aspects:

the three (3) | 4 Relates the changing

aspects environment to the

changes in the animals’
anatomy

e Makes connections to
specific structures, such as
the height and toe shape to
specific environmental
conditions

e Describes how natural
selection and/or
adaptations led to
improved chances for
survival

Score Point 1 (1/3 aspects met)

Relates the changing
environment to changes in
the animals’ anatomy

(i.e., “ . .ability to survive
from predators and obtaining
food. .. horses growing over
time.”).

Does NOT make connections
to specific structures to
specific environmental
conditions.

Does NOT include natural
selection or adaptations in
the answer.

Scientists studying the evolutionary history of horses and evidence of changes in horses’
environment over time have developed the following claim:

The change in the environment from forest to grassland caused changes in body structures
in the population of horses over time.

Support the claim by explaining the cause-and-effect relationship between changes in the
environment and the progression of changes that have led to modern-day horses. In your
response:

¢ Use information from Tables 1, 2, and 3 AND Graph 1 to support your explanation

* Consider information about how a population may evolve in response to predators, survival,
and food availability

e Use your scientific reasoning about how the process of natural selection results in the

changes
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CASCIA Grade 8 EOU Assessment 3 Task 2: Hold Your Horses!

Prompt 3 Score Point 0
Prompt 3 Rubric

Prompt 3 | No aspect of | Identifies Identifies Response includes the NA
the response | one (1) of two (2) of following aspects:
is correct the three (3) | thethree (3) | 4 Relates the changing
aspects aspects environment to the
changes in the animals’
anatomy

e Makes connections to
specific structures, such as
the height and toe shape to
specific environmental
conditions

e Describes how natural
selection and/or
adaptations led to
improved chances for
survival

Score Point 0 (0/3 aspects met)

Does NOT relate the changing
environment to the changes
in the animals” anatomy (i.e.,
the answer contains no
reference to environment
changing).

Does NOT make connections
to specific structures’ shapes
to specific environmental
conditions (i.e., the answer
restates structures without
any reference to their
advantages).

Does NOT describe how
natural selection and/or
adaptations led to improved
chances for survival.

* Useinformation from Tables 1, 2, and 3 AND Graph 1 to support your explanation

* Consider information about how a population may evolve in response to predators, survival,
and food availability

* Use your scientific reasoning about how the process of natural selection results in the
changes
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